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Dear ECC Community, 
As we reflect yet again on another extraordinary year, we are inspired, hopeful, 
and remain resolute. We entered 2021 with optimism that the most challenging 
times of the COVID-19 pandemic were behind us. At that time, we envisioned 
the return of a vibrant campus that we all so profoundly missed. But as the virus 
revealed its staying power, so did the students, faculty, staff, and administrators of 
Elgin Community College. 

The year 2021 ended up being exceptional, even with the obstacles we faced. 
Building on what we discovered and learned as we navigated through the 
challenges of 2020, we knew that ECC would continue to successfully provide 
an academically rich and safe educational experience for our students. 
Despite capacity limitations resulting from necessary safety measures, we increased 
the number of in-person classes during the spring 2021 semester. In May, we 
proudly celebrated more than 850 graduates with three virtual commencement 
ceremonies for our High School Equivalency, University Transfer, and Career and 
Technical Education programs. You can learn more about the success of these 
students and our growing Dual Credit program throughout this report. 

Additionally, we invite you to read about how ECC worked to relieve the financial 
stress and burdens experienced by our students. Through the generous support of 
donors and the ECC Foundation, institutional financial aid and scholarships, and 
the addition of federal and state Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds, ECC 
connected approximately 5,000 students to more than $16.2 million in aid. These 
funds allowed ECC to cover the majority of tuition costs for thousands of students. 
We are also making sure that tuition remains affordable by keeping it flat for the 
fifth year in a row.  

Perhaps most important to highlight as we look back on 2021 is how proud 
we are of our students, who reflect the communities that ECC serves. Through 
the most difficult of times, our students, like you, persevered. They overcame 
tremendous odds to achieve their dreams, and we celebrate them and remain 
committed to their successes. As the only institution in the Chicago area to 
be named an Aspen Top 150 college four times since its inception in 2011, 
this prestigious recognition is proof that we are delivering on our mission to 
improve people's lives through learning, even in hard times. 

We appreciate your support. 

David Sam, PhD, JD, LLM Jennifer Rakow, BA 
President Chair, Community College 

District 509 Board of Trustees 

Nursing Graduates 
Pinning Ceremony, 

December 2021 
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COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
DISTRICT 509 
Size: 360 square miles 

Public school districts served: 
300, 301, 303, U-46 

Population: 436,179 

Businesses in district: 12,000+ 

 



 







11,788 

  

STUDENT POPULATION 

AVERAGE STUDENT AGE 

total students 
Summer 2020, 

Fall 2020, & Spring 2021 

years old 
60% under 23 years old 

1. AA – Associate in Arts 

2. AS – Associate in Science 

3. AAS* – Nursing 

4. AAS* – Surgical Technology 

5. BVS** – Heating, AC & Refrigeration Level I 

6. BVS** – Cook Assistant/Baker Assistant 

7. AAS* – Physical Therapist Assistant 

8. BVS** – Truck Driving 

9. BVS** – Basic Nurse Asst Training Program 

10. BVS** – Emergency Medical Technician 
*Associate of Applied Science 

**Basic Vocational Specialist Certificate 

TOP 10 DEGREES AND 
CERTIFICATES FY2021 

2,163 

NUMBER OF 
DEGREES/CERTIFICATES 

AWARDED FROM 
SUMMER 2020 TO SPRING 2021 
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ECC earns fourth recognition as 
top community college 
Elgin Community College earned honors as a top 150 college 
in the nation by the Aspen Institute, making ECC eligible 
to compete for the $1 million Aspen Prize for Community 
College Excellence, the nation's signature recognition of high 
achievement and performance among America's community 
colleges. Awarded every two years since 2011, this is the fourth 
time ECC received this prestigious recognition. Colleges selected 
for this honor stand out among more than 1,000 community 
colleges nationwide as having high and improving levels of 
student success, as well as equitable outcomes for Black and 
Hispanic students and those from lower-income backgrounds. 
It is worth noting that colleges cannot apply for the Aspen Prize; 
rather, the Aspen Institute conducts research independently to 
select the very best community colleges in the nation. ECC is 
one of only two Chicagoland colleges to be named. 

“This recognition comes as a direct result of the extraordinary 
work of our faculty, staff, and administrators, supported by 
the District 509 Board of Trustees," said ECC President David 
Sam. "It is our responsibility as community college educators 
to recognize and eliminate the barriers our students face in 
pursuing an education. Consistently being included among 
this elite group of top 150 colleges in the United States is one 
of the ways ECC validates the progress and outcomes of our 
continued efforts on behalf of our students and community." 

As one of the 150 eligible colleges, ECC can now submit data 
and narratives as the next steps in an intensive data and 
practice review process, culminating in the announcement of 
the prize winner in spring 2023. 
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Strategic focus closes
achievement gaps 

Equity and Learning is the first goal of Elgin Community 
College’s 2018-2022 strategic plan. Now, as the plan 
enters its final year, an in-depth analysis from 2021 
showed noticeable gains in student achievement. Three 

primary tactics guided efforts to ensure that students had the 
opportunities and support they needed to succeed: creating 
equitable learning environments, developing students’ self 
advocacy, and modeling research-based instructional practices. 

Programs like the Integrated Career and Academic Preparation 
System (ICAPS) contextualize adult basic skills, such as reading 
and writing within a technical and skills-based curriculum, 
which helps students apply knowledge in the moment with 
immediate results. These students are completing their studies 
faster than peers in stand-alone courses. A similar approach 
with accelerated corequisite English and math programs 
delivers developmental and gateway courses concurrently, 
enabling students to complete their first college-level course 
faster than they would otherwise. 

Separating advising and mental health services into 
independent functions allowed ECC's Advising Center to 
focus solely on academic planning and academic pathways. 
During one-on-one advising meetings, students affirm 
educational plans and pathways while reducing unnecessary 
time and credits on the way to completion. 

Analysis from 2015 to 2021 indicates the approach is working. 
The proportion of ECC students completing education plans 
increased from 54% to 76%, as did the proportion of students 
with education plans who enrolled in their planned courses, 
which increased from 79% to 92%. 

Gains in retention also occurred within targeted student 
subgroups. Advising and onboarding services, combined 
with the mandatory advising program, resulted in 
term-to-term increases in retention for African-American 
and Latinx students by 32% and 13%, respectively, over a 
comparison group. 

The Transforming and Impacting Undergraduate Men Pursuing 
Higher Education program, or TRIUMPH, is increasing retention 
among men of color by helping equip scholars with tools to 
succeed. Student participants are paired with mentors from 
the community who offer coaching in goal setting, time 
management, and conflict resolution. In just its first two years, 
TRIUMPH members' retention exceeds that of non-participating 
men: for full-time enrollees, 100% vs. 84%; and for part-time 
enrollees, 67% vs. 55%. 

As a man of color, TRIUMPH stood out to me when I first 
started at ECC and provided me with more than I could have 
asked for,” said Yandiel Cardenas, TRIUMPH member. “TRIUMPH 
taught me how to develop good study habits and assisted me 
with focusing on what I want to do in the future and how to 
take the best steps toward that. It’s also been an outlet for me 
and provided me with a strong sense of community. 

TRIUMPH member 
Yandiel Cardenas 
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Free tuition removes 
barriers for 
dual-credit students 

Elgin Community College maintains several programs that 
allow high school students to enroll in college-level classes, 
such as its dual-credit and dual-enrollment programs. 
This past spring, ECC President David Sam announced 

that all spring 2021 high school graduates in district 509 who 
completed and received credit for any number of ECC’s 
dual-credit courses would be eligible to receive free tuition 
and fees for the 2021-22 academic year. This option was made 
available to more than 400 area high schoolers. 

The offer was in response to many of ECC’s efforts to help 
remove financial barriers for prospective students within its 
community in the wake of the pandemic. “It was exciting to 
further support our dual-credit high school students through 
this offer,” said Rodrigo Lopez, assistant dean of college in high 
school programs. “Even with our commitment to affordable 
tuition, we wanted to remove as many financial barriers 
as possible.” 

Daniel Solorio Garcia began his ECC journey as a dual-credit 
student at South Elgin High School. “I decided to enter the 
program because I thought it would be a good way to graduate 
early and save money on tuition,” said Solorio Garcia. “The 
program took some getting used to as it shifted to online 
formats, but was great at helping me transition into ECC.” 

Solorio Garcia is working toward achieving an Associate in 
Arts degree and plans to major in history. “I get to explore my 
passion for history and I’m enjoying getting as involved on 
campus as I can,” said Solorio Garcia. This past semester, he 
became the vice president of Students Who Are Not Silent 
(SWANS) and treasurer of the Organization of Latin American 
Students (OLAS). In addition to student clubs, Solorio Garcia is 
the Office of Student Life program assistant and a Spartan Leader. 

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

280 305 

620 
708 

830DUAL CREDIT– 
5-YEAR
GROWTH
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ECC's total impact on local 
economy exceeds $123 million 
Graduates of Elgin Community College 
earn nearly $600,000 more over 
their careers than those who did not 
complete an associate degree or long-
term certificate, according to a study 
released in October 2021 by the Illinois 
Community College Board (ICCB). 

ECC's total impact on the local economy 
exceeds $123 million in economic output, 
which includes more than $67 million in 
operating expenditures during fiscal year 
2020 and more than $30 million in wages 
and benefits to 949 employees. 

Student success at ECC shows the college 
is well prepared to meet this demand. 
For example, 84.3% of ECC program 
completers started jobs within one year 
of graduation, an increase of 4% from 
2009. After ten years, the median salary 
for ECC's career and technical education 

program graduates is $54,294, 
representing an annual income growth 
of about 18% and matching the 
statewide average of $54,516. 

"This study is another key indicator of 
the important work and innovation 
that needs to continue with our 
community leaders, legislators, and 
industry partners," said President 
David Sam. "To adapt to our changing 
workforce trends, we need to be 
agile and responsive to the needs of 
our residents and employers. ECC is 
committed to continuing to lead in 
its role as a key driver in economic 
development." 

TRANSPORTATION 
& WAREHOUSING 

33% 
HEALTH CARE & 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 

21% 

MANUFACTURING 

8% 

District 509 
job growth trends* 

*ICCB 2021 Economic Impact Study
2010-2020 Change 
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SPARTAN 
ATHLETICS 
REACHES NEW HEIGHTS 
MOVE TO NJCAA DIVISION II 
Elgin Community College Athletics proudly began its 2021-22 season with a 
return to the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division 
II level, having been at Division III for the past five years. Student-athletes 
can now receive athletic scholarships, which they previously could not at the 
Division III level. 

“Our athletics department and coaches are excited for the opportunity to offer 
athletic scholarships to student-athletes," said Kent Payne, director of athletics 
and wellness at ECC. "We intend to be very competitive within our Region 
IV and Illinois Skyway Collegiate Conference while simultaneously offering a 
first-class education for our talented student-athletes,” said Payne. 

WOMEN’S SOCCER COMPETES AT NATIONALS 
Taking on the competition is exactly what the ECC women’s soccer team did in 
their 2020-21 season. For the first time in 12 years, the team won the regional 
championship in spring 2021, going undefeated in regional play. They went 
on to make history as the first team in their program to compete at the NJCAA 
Division III National Championship in Newark, New Jersey, in June of 2021. 

“It was a rough season, and the odds were always against us, but we never 
looked at it that way. The mentality of our team was like no other, and we put 
everything out on the field every day,” said Kaley Kowal, forward and Most 
Valuable Player in the regional tournament. “I’m so proud of everyone. 
Any team can play a game, but the teams that win are those that play with 
heart and determination.” 
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ECC Athletics launched an all-new 
athletics website that features 
live-streaming of games, schedules, 
player bios, student-athlete stats 
and achievements, and more. 
Visit elginspartans.com. 
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Report to the Community 2021 

SPARTAN SPOTLIGHT 
Awards, Accomplishments, Accolades 

Five Spartan Athletes make the 
NJCAA All-Academic Team 
Five ECC student-athletes made the 2020-21 
NJCAA All-Academic Team for their outstanding 
commitment and dedication to their studies. 
Making the NJCAA All-Academic First Team, which 
requires a 4.0 GPA, was Nikolas Panico (baseball). 
Kylee Backer (soccer) received NJCAA All-Academic 
Second Team distinction, which requires a GPA 
of 3.8 to 3.99. Amber Allen (volleyball) and 
Kennedy Venable (volleyball), along with 
Luke Menard (baseball), received third team 
recognition, which requires a GPA of 3.6 to 3.79. 

Kershner wins Dr. David Sam 
Dale P. Parnell Scholarship recipient 
Distinguished Alexandra Anderson, of 
Faculty Award Hampshire, is the 2021 Dr. David 

Sam Honorary Scholarship at Michelle Kershner, MEd, professor Elmhurst University recipient. of mathematics, received This scholarship, by Elmhurst an American Association of University, recognizes Sam's Community Colleges (AACC) passion for education and 2021 Dale P. Parnell Distinguished his dedication to students, Faculty Award. One of only 23 providing a $3,000 annual award recipients nationwide, the award to an ECC student pursuing a recognizes faculty members 
making a difference in the summer of 2021 with an Associate in Arts degree and is community college classroom. pursuing a degree in environmental studies at Elmhurst. 

ICCTA Awards 
The Illinois Community College Trustees Association (ICCTA) awarded outgoing student trustee 
Taylor Vitacco with the 2021 Gigi Campbell Student Trustee Excellence Award. Timothy Kaar, MFA, 
professor of graphic design, received the 2021 Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member Award. 

Kylee Backer Nikolas Panico Luke Menard 
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2021 NISOD awardees 
The winners of the 2021 National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational 
Development are (from left to right): in 
the front row—Lauren Nehlsen, PhD, 
associate dean, recruitment outreach and 
global engagement; Mia Hardy, PhD, 
assistant professor of sociology; center— 
Luis Caballero, MA, academic advisor; and 
back row—Joe Rosenfeld, PsyD, professor 
of human services, and Tyler Roeger, PhD, 
director of the Center for Enhancement of 
Teaching and Learning (CETL). 

2021 Orrin G. Thompson 
Teaching Excellence Award 
Recognized with the 2021 Orrin G. Thompson 
Teaching Excellence Award from Elgin Community 
College are: Timothy Kaar, recently retired professor of 
graphic design, and Robert Russ, business unit adjunct 
faculty. Kaar received the full-time faculty award and 
Russ received the part-time faculty award. 

Timothy Kaar Robert Russ 

The award recognizes outstanding 
faculty, staff, and administrators at 
community and technical colleges. NISOD 
winners represent ECC at the League for 
Innovation in the Community College 
Innovations Conference or the NISOD 
International Conference on Teaching and 
Leadership Excellence. Additionally, they 
are eligible for the League for Innovation’s 
League Excellence Award, which celebrates 
outstanding contributions and leadership 
by community college faculty and staff. 

Vobornik receives National State Advocate 
for Adult Education award 
Elgin Community College adjunct faculty member in adult 
education, Erin Vobornik, MA, received an inaugural Coalition 
on Adult Basic Education (COABE) State Advocate for Adult 
Education Fellowship for 2021. Vobornik met with members 
of Congress to advocate for adult basic education as part of 
her role as a COABE state advocate for 
adult education fellow. Congressional 
meetings included the office of U.S. 
Congressman Bill Foster, Illinois 11th 
District; the office of U.S. Senator 
Tammy Duckworth; the office of U.S. 
Congresswoman Lauren Underwood, 
Illinois 14th District; Blair Daniel, policy 
staff member for U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin; Sam Kuebler, staff member 
for U.S. Congressman Adam Kinzinger, 
Illinois 16th District; and U.S. 
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, 
Illinois 8th District. 

Board of Trustees grants tenure 
Congratulations to the following faculty 
members awarded tenure in 2021: Mahd Alzoubi, 
PhD, instructor of computer information systems; 
Amy Brandolino, MA, instructor of art history; 
Christopher Cunningham, MS, instructor of 
mathematics; LaTasha DeHaan, PhD, assistant 
professor of history; Liddy Hope, PhD, assistant 
professor of human services; Daniel Josh, MFA, 
assistant professor of visual arts; Michael Marin, 
AAS, instructor of heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning; Carissa Miller, MA, instructor of 
English; Marisol Rivera, PhD, assistant professor 
of history; Joshua Thusat, MA, assistant professor 
of English; Umberto Tinajero, BS, instructor of 
industrial maintenance technology/computer 
integrated manufacturing; and Jessica Woloszyk, 
MS, instructor of nursing. 

Faculty members are eligible for tenure after 
being employed for three consecutive academic 
years. Processes completed annually for the 
three years before tenure eligibility include 
classroom visitations with their deans and peers, 
student evaluations, faculty content assessments, 
self-assessments, and yearly summary 
evaluation conferences. 

Mahd 
Alzoubi 

Liddy 
Hope 

Marisol 
Rivera 

Amy 
Brandolino 

Daniel 
Josh 

Joshua 
Thusat 

Christopher 
Cunningham 

Michael 
Marin 

Umberto 
Tinajero

 LaTasha 
DeHaan 

Carissa 
Miller 

Jessica 
Woloszyk 
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provide the seminar at no charge and offer free childcare Elgin, held annually to honor deserving women for their 
and transportation for participants. A showcase of the work outstanding accomplishments and raise funds to support 
is available on Facebook at facebook.com/sanctuarypoets. the organization's work. 

Ramirez awarded inaugural Elevating Equity Grant 

Darryl Tyndorf Adrian Bautista 

ECC Foundation recognizes alumni 
Darryl Tyndorf, PhD, ’99, lead economist and data scientist 
for Equifax, was named the ECC Distinguished Alumni of the 
Year. This award recognizes the success of a graduate who has 
gone on to have outstanding success and distinction in their 
chosen field, displayed humanitarian service, and continued 
to support the mission of community colleges. Tyndorf 
received his PhD from Old Dominion University, his MA from 
Roosevelt University, and his BA from North Central College. 

Adrian Bautista, ’17, managing partner, inside sales for small 
and medium businesses at Verizon, was named the inaugural 
ECC Esteemed Recent Alumni. This new award recognizes a 
rising star who recently graduated from ECC. 

Vaccine Champion College 
ECC answered President Joe Biden's 
challenge to colleges and universities, 
pledging to help engage its campus 
community in promoting the benefits 
of vaccinations and increasing access 
for those who choose to be vaccinated. 
As a Vaccine Champion College, ECC 
hosted 21 on-campus vaccine clinics 
open to students, employees, and the 

Gunn named a 2021 
Poet Laureate Fellow 
by the Academy of 
America Poets 
As a Poet Laureate, ECC 
Instructor of English Chasity 
Gunn, MA, launched Sanctuary 
Poets, a six-week-long poetry 
seminar seeking to model 
the inclusive nature of a 
sanctuary, where people of 
various backgrounds gather in 
a central place each week to 
create a sense of community. 
The fellowship enabled Gunn to 

Antonio Ramirez, PhD, assistant professor 
of history and political science at Elgin 
Community College, received an inaugural 
Elevating Equity Grant from the Grand 
Victoria Foundation for his Chicagolandia: 
Oral Histories of Chicago's Latinx Suburbs 
project. The project focuses on the 
oral histories of Latinx people living in 
the Chicago suburbs from 1960 to the 
present. It also engages questions of race, 

community to help increase awareness. 
ECC also conducted a social media 
campaign featuring faculty, staff, and 
administrators who shared their 
vaccination "why" to inspire others to 
get vaccinated. 

Timm recognized 
by YWCA Elgin for 
EDI efforts 
Susan Timm, EdD, professor of 
business at Elgin Community 
College, received the 2021 
Harriet Gifford & Hattie 
Griffin Award for Education 
at the YWCA Elgin's 37th 
annual Leader Luncheon 
for her unwavering efforts 
related to equity, diversity, 
inclusion, and social justice. 
The Leader Luncheon is a 
signature event of the YWCA 

citizenship, and equality at the nexus 
of two fields of scholarship—suburban 
history and Latinx studies—to examine 
how this community navigated and 
helped shape the suburbs, a critical site 
of economic opportunity and political 
power in the postwar United States. 
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Partnering with our Communities 

Nursing Students Staff 
Vaccination Clinics 
ECC nursing students and faculty stepped up as 
health care heroes in the early days of the vaccine 
rollout, administering hundreds of COVID-19 
vaccines to the first round of eligible adults at 
clinics hosted in conjunction with the Kane County 
Health Department. Nursing students continued 
to volunteer their skills at other area clinics to help 
inoculate our community. 

PTK Vegetable Patch 
ECC’s Phi Theta Kappa Spartan Pantry Officers 
showed State Senator Cristina Castro, '08, their 
plot in the Advocate Sherman Hospital and 
University of Illinois Extension community 
garden. Sen. Castro, along with Advocate 
Sherman President and CEO Sheri De Shazo, 
joined in harvesting summer vegetables, which 
were made available to students in need through 
the Spartan Pantry on ECC's campus. 

National Night Out 
ECC took its mission to improve lives through 
learning on the road this past year, attending 
multiple National Night Out events to answer 
questions and talk about the educational 
opportunities at ECC. SpartaCat joined Elgin City 
Council Member Dustin Good, '13, and Elgin Police 
Department Deputy Chief Adam Schuessler to visit 
several neighborhood parties, while President David 
Sam and other ECC staff hosted tables at events in 
Elgin, Bartlett, St. Charles, and West Dundee. 

First Responders Roundtable 
ECC hosted multiple town hall meetings, 
roundtables, and legislator visits in 2021. State 
Senator Dave Syverson, IL 35th District, State 
Representative Jeff Keicher, IL 70th District, and 
State Representative Dan Ugaste, IL 65th District, 
met with first responders at ECC’s Center for 
Emergency Services in Burlington to discuss current 
issues facing the emergency services community. 
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Proposed manufacturing center poised 
to meet high-skill training needs 
Justin Martinez recognized his passion 
for engineering and knew he wanted a 
technical career after high school. Martinez 
began his studies at Elgin Community 
College in 2015 and graduated with 
an Associate in Engineering Science 
degree, then transferred to Northern 
Illinois University to study mechanical 
engineering. Feeling uncertain about 
whether the four-year school was a good 
fit for him, he returned to ECC. "I still 
wanted to pursue something related to 
engineering and design, so I came back 
to study computer-aided design (CAD) 
and computer integrated manufacturing 
(CIM)," said Martinez. CIM Instructional 
Coordinator Umberto Tinajero introduced 
him to the new computer numerical 
control (CNC) programming certificate, and 
Martinez decided to pursue this additional 
certification as well. 

"Being among the first generation of 
students to earn the CNC programmer 
certificate, I leave ECC with a sense of 

immense pride and gratitude," said 
Martinez. "My hard work and dedication 
paid off, all with high honors while 
remaining debt-free." 

Martinez represents a growing number 
of students seeking cutting-edge careers 
in manufacturing. Before the pandemic, 
more than 100 students were on waitlists 
for training to fulfill established employer 
needs in high-skill, high-wage areas. "ECC 
has more than 40 employers in our district 
requesting skilled labor in CNC machining 
and programming, industrial maintenance, 
and other advanced training," said Cathy 
Taylor, dean of sustainability, business, 
and career technologies. "More than just 
respond to these needs, ECC wants to 
lead the way in innovation and forward-
thinking curriculum in partnership with 
our area employers." 

With current spaces at capacity and the 
need to modernize and expand training 
for careers in advanced manufacturing, 
including robotics, automation, and CNC 

programming, ECC set plans in motion to 
build a new manufacturing training center 
on the Spartan Drive campus. In August 
2020, the board of trustees approved 
the purchase of land located on the 
corner of McLean Boulevard and Spartan 
Drive to build the center. District 509 
state legislators worked hard to secure 
an appropriation of $28 million as seed 
money for the construction of the facility. 
ECC now awaits direction on the release 
of funds by the state’s Capital 
Development Board. 

"Without the ability to not only maintain 
but grow our capacity to educate and 
train a modern workforce, the value of 
doing business in Kane County will be 
lost to other, more competitive regions. 
We are poised to ensure our community 
continues to prosper, and our ability to 
lead these efforts hinges on building 
a new state-of-the-art facility," said 
President David Sam. 
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Scholarships, COVID-19 
funding bridge gaps for 
thousands of students 
In response to the ongoing pandemic, three allocations of Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds* 
(HEERF) in the form of federal grants from the U.S. Department of Education, along with institutional 
financial aid and scholarships, enabled thousands of Elgin Community College students to continue 
their educational pursuits. The following reflects HEERF and institutional aid distributions to students 
since the spring 2020 term. 

$14,332,928 8,729 
Total federal funds Students 
received for direct awarded 
student support HEERF grants 

Grant funds directly benefited students by helping 
defray educational expenses that include tuition, 

supplies, housing, health care, and child care. 

$54,325 70 
Total Governor’s Students 

Emergency Education awarded 
Relief (GEER) funds from GEER funds 

the state of Illinois 

GEER funds support targeted initiatives to enroll 
and retain underrepresented, first-generation, 

and high-need students. 

n ECC connected approximately 5,000 students to more than $16.2 million in financial aid. 

n ECC Board of Trustees and ECC Foundation scholarships and ECC tuition waivers *Higher Education Emergency 
Relief Funds include: 

• ARP– American Rescue Plan totaled more than $500,000 and benefited 619 students. 
• CARES – Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief and Economic Security Act 

• CRRSA – Coronavirus Response n ECC disbursed private scholarships and other private funding resources and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 

totaling more than $296,000 to 180 students. • HSI – Hispanic-Serving Institution 
Student counts may be duplicated 
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Financial Summary 
Elgin Community College uses a conservative budgeting 
and financial management model that emphasizes fiscal 
responsibility while providing for the college’s focus on 
teaching and learning. 

For fiscal year 2021, ECC again received a clean, 
unmodified audit opinion from its external auditing 
firm. ECC has always maintained a balanced budget 
and continued its strong financial position in 2021 by 

2021 Operating Revenues 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

OTHER REVENUE 2.9%STATE GOVERNMENT 0.7%
7.2% 

TUITION 
AND FEES 

25.4% 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
63.8% 

2021 Operating Expenditures 

ACADEMIC STUDENT 
SUPPORT SERVICES INSTRUCTION 

8.9% 5.9% 31.9% 

OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE 

OF PLANT 
10.6% 

OPERATING 
TRANSFERS OUT

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 22% 

PUBLIC 
SUPPORT 

0.5% 

20.2% 

providing ample liquidity as demonstrated by six months 
of operating expenses in reserve (as mandated by the 
Community College District 509 Board of Trustees). 

ECC’s business offices are staffed with knowledgeable and 
experienced financial experts who apply industry-wide 
best practices to the stewardship of community resources. 

Operating Revenues* by Source 
for the Years Ended June 30 

2021 2020 
Local Government $ 52,972,017 $ 50,924,971 
Tuition and Fees 21,065,357 25,371,421 

State Government 5,970,956 5,936,265 
Federal Government 2,428,633 — 
Investment Income 317,959 2,453,082 
Other Revenue 283,815 582,988 

TOTAL REVENUES* $ 83,038,737 $ 85,268,727 

*Operating Funds include the Education Fund and the Operations and 
Maintenance Fund. 

Operating Expenditures by Function 
for the Years Ended June 30 

2021 2020 
Instruction $ 29,510,310 $ 30,097,878 
Academic Support 8,241,987 8,334,188 

Student Services 5,416,553 5,100,053 
Public Support 466,256 440,045 
Operation & Maintenance of Plant 9,781,823 9,819,385 
Institutional Support 18,690,774 15,114,106 
Operating Transfers Out 20,361,682 18,453,827 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 92,469,385 $ 87,359,482 

Along with additional institutional support expense in 2021, transfers to other funds 
also increased within operating expenditures (transfers accounted for approximately 
$18.4M in 2020 and $20.4M in 2021). Within these transfers are board-approved 
allocations of unrestricted fund balance to the college’s capital projects fund for 
current and future construction and development of capital needs. 
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Statement of Operating Net Assets 
for the Years Ended June 30 

2021 2020 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 70,156,890 $ 47,868,299 
Investments 44,618,845 51,386,316 
Receivables 45,886,763 45,904,374 
Prepaid Assets 1,542,341 991,763 

Total Assets $ 162,204,839 $ 146,150,752 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable $ 53,611,809 $ 28,894,237 
Accrued Salaries and Benefits 2,950,080 2,427,847 
Unearned Tuition 7,712,959 7,885,839 
Other Current Liabilities 171,218 535 

Total Liabilities $ 64,446,066 $ 39,208,458 

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Deferred Revenue - Property Taxes $ 25,470,810 $ 25,223,683 

Total Liabilities and Deferred 
Inflows of Resources $ 89,916,876 $ 64,432,141 

NET ASSETS 

Unrestricted 72,287,963 81,718,611 

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 72,287,963 $ 81,718,611 

Operating Funds at a Glance 
n Revenue   n Expenditures 

2021 

$83,038,737 

$92,469,385 

$85,268,727 

$87,359,482 

2020 

Grant Revenues 
for the Years Ended June 30 

2021 2020
 GRANTS 

Federal Financial Aid $ 13,592,659 $ 14,710,880 
Federal Grants 9,409,857 4,322,935 
State and Local Grants* 2,200,597 1,110,26 

TOTAL GRANTS $ 25,203,113 $ 20,144,076 

*Local grants include donor-supported funding from the ECC Foundation. 
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Dear Friends and Supporters, 
As the pandemic has persisted, approaching 
its second full year, you and our community of 
donors, supporters, and friends have stepped up 
your support in response. The Elgin Community 
College Foundation continued to see an 
outpouring of support in 2021 for our 
students and college at a time when 
education was both more critical and more 
challenging than ever. We are inspired and 
incredibly grateful for your support. 

This crisis has been like no other for 
higher education, changing almost 
everything about higher education 
structure and delivery, and it continues 
to test ECC employees, students, and 
community members in ways that are 
still not fully realized. Yet, through it all, thanks 
in large part to your generosity and support, our 
students found ways to continue pursuing their 
dreams and striving for a brighter future. The 
road ahead is still long and uncertain—as it was 
at this time last year—and our students will need 
your continued support, now more 
than ever. 

Your support is an investment in our future nurses, 
surgical technicians, computer-aided designers, 
truck drivers, graphic designers, HVAC technicians, 
computer engineers, artists, teachers, and many 

more. In short, your philanthropy improves the 
lives of our students, their families and loved 

ones, and the future of our entire region. We are 
grateful that you see the promise and potential 
in your community and that you recognize your 

investment yields a substantial return, 
not only in dollars and cents for our 

region but also in goals accomplished 
and dreams realized. 

If you’re wondering how you can 
make an even larger impact, consider 

making the ECC Foundation part 
of your estate plans. The resources 

provided from planned giving have a 
lasting impact – and you can leave a 
legacy of hope for our entire region. 

Over the past several years, planned giving 
fueled a more than two-fold increase in the 

ECC Foundation’s combined endowment. You 
can be a part of this story. Reach out to the ECC 
Foundation staff to see how you can maximize 

your impact on the future of our
 students and community. 

From all of us at the Elgin Community College 
Foundation, thank you for continuing to light the 

way for our students to reach new heights that 
benefit themselves, their families, and 

our community. 

David Davin 
Executive Director 

Eric Larson, EdD 
Chair, Board of Directors 
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ECC Foundation Annual Report 2021 

Elgin Community College Foundation 
Impact Report 

July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 

$575,000 IN DIRECT SUPPORT TO ECC 

$374,176 IN SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
A RECORD DIRECT FUNDING TO STUDENTS 

n Including over $100,000 in combined student success and Complete to Compete funding. 

n $67,716 for in-kind gifts of cutting-edge technology and learning tools. 

n More than $133,000 in program support and grants, including: 

n Experiential and hands-on student n Hands-on instruction for Meccano n Cutting-edge equipment for our 
podcast and speech-writing lessons. construction sets for the creation classrooms and labs. 

of robots, cars, etc. 
n Enhancing multimedia n Student artwork around campus. 

classroom instruction. n Funding to assist international 
students studying at ECC. 

n Funding for LGBTQ+ programming 
for all students. 
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Associate in Science 

ECC Foundation Scholarship Recipients 
“My major is in biological and physical sciences, and 
I plan to transfer to a four-year university to obtain 
my bachelor's degree in nursing. As an international 
student, I did not expect to find it easy because 
the standards are different from what I am used to. 
However, ECC assisted me in various ways with the help 
of resourceful people like my academic advisor and 
success coach. The ECC Foundation scholarship was 
a plus that made me feel like someone out there was 
cheering me on to succeed. The scholarship helped me 
continue in my quest for academic excellence.” 

-CHIOMA ECHEFU, Palatine 

“Receiving the Max and Victor Leda Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship was wonderful. This investment in my 
future showed me that my hard work pays off. Since 
I was a little girl, I dreamed of being in the medical 
field. I hope to make a difference in people’s lives, and 
having others encouraging me to do so is incredible. 
The donors for the ECC Foundation changed my life, 
and I am forever grateful.” 

-KAYLA MICHALOWSKI, Elgin 
Associate in Science 

“I am a pitcher on the ECC baseball team and currently 
working toward my Associate in Arts with the goal of 
transferring to a four-year university and continuing to 
play baseball as long as possible. It has meant so much 
to receive these scholarships! I felt honored that ECC and 
the baseball team chose to help fund me, allowing me 
to enjoy the college learning experience and become a 
better baseball player.” 

-ISAAC KOPALCHICK, St. Charles 
Associate in Arts 
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 ECC Foundation Annual Report 2021 

In their own words 

“I chose to go to school in the U.S. because there are 
so many resources, and ECC offered me many of 
these. I am grateful, and because of the Foundation 
scholarship, I was able to concentrate more on 
learning and worry less about working extra hours 
to pay for my classes.” 

-KAILY SMITH, Pingree Grove 
Associate in Engineering Science 

“I play baseball at ECC and I have loved it since I 
was a little kid. I was extremely excited to receive a 
scholarship, because I was able to focus more on my 
athletics. I really want to go into sports and recreation 
management, so being able to play in college gave 
me great insight into the major.” 

-JONATHON HOWARD, South Elgin 
Associate in Arts 

“This has been a five-year journey for me. I had so 
much support the whole way, and I am so grateful 
to be a recipient of this beautiful amount of 
generosity. It is hard to ask for help, but here at ECC, 
the support feels like it’s coming from family, from 
people who care about us. I would not have been 
able to graduate without ECC.” 

-MICHELLE BROWN, Bartlett 
Associate in Science 
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Elgin Community College Foundation 
Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2021 

Balance Sheet 
Asset & Endowment Growth 

n Total Net Assets n Endowment Value 

$12M 

10M 

8M 

6M 

4M 

2M 

0 

ASSETS FY2021 FY2020 
Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 1,074,452 $ 1,052,496 
Pledges Receivable 40,983 43,428 
Prepaid Assets 32,875 21,875 
Cash Surrender Value of Life Insurance 51,062 46,862 
Investments 10,413,270 8,326,762 
Fixed Assets, Net 33,760 

Total Assets $ 11,646,402 $ 9,491,423 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Liabilities 
Accounts Payable $ 49,290 $ 1,675 
Due to Elgin Community College 23,748 227,982 
Deferred Revenue 15,450 37,197 

Total Liabilities $ 88,488 $ 266,854 
Net Assets 
Without Donor Restrictions:
    Undesignated $ 1,536,972 $ 1,278,284
    Board Designated 178,541 100,534 
With Donor Restrictions 9,842,401 7,845,751 

Total Net Assets 11,557,914 9,224,569 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $11,646,402 $ 9,491,423 

Revenues and Expenses 

REVENUES FY2021 FY2020 
Contributions $ 803,617 $ 445,354 
Special Events 102,701 24,515 
Investment Return, Net of Fees 2,086,710 305,060 
Contributed Services 439,660 364,925 
Gifts In-Kind 67,716 1,802,615 

Total Revenues $ 3,500,404 $ 2,942,469 

EXPENSES 
Program Services 
Scholarship Awards $ 374,176 $ 295,591 
Support to Elgin Community College 133,695 120,838 
Gifts In-Kind, Materials, and Supplies 67,716 1,802,615 
Contributed Services 38,658 34,796 

$8.9M 

$11.5M 

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 

Investment Returns 
● ECCF Investment Return 

● Average Returns for all NACUBO-Commonfund
       Study of Endowments Participants 

30% 

25% 

20% 

15% 

10% 

5% 

25.29% 

1.8% 

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 

FY2021 Awards Distributed: $575,587 
GIFTS IN-KIND, 

MATERIALS, 

23% 

Total Program Services $ 614,245 $2,253,840 

Management and General $ 385,954 $ 328,227 
Special Events - Cost of Direct Donor Benefit 52,536 5,882 
Fundraising 114,324 78,632 

Total Expenses $ 1,167,059 $ 2,666,581 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ 2,333,348  $ 275,888 
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 9,224,569 $ 8,948,681 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $11,557,914 $ 9,224,569 

SUPPORT FOR 
ECC PROGRAMS 

AND SUPPLIES 
12% SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDS 
65% 

- Investment Returns, Net of Fees for Fiscal Year 2021 were 25.29%. The Foundation's investments are guided by a board-approved investment policy. 
- The Foundation's endowment, comprised of permanently restricted and related temporarily restricted funds, was valued at $8,905,044 and $7,101,915 on June 30, 2021 and 2020, respectively. 
- Scholarship Awards, Support to Elgin Community College, and Gifts In-Kind comprise the total resources expended to directly support the organization's mission through scholarship, program, and project support 

during the fiscal year. In FY21 and FY20, this totaled $575,587 and $2,219,044, respectively. 
- Contributed Services represent the staff expense provided by ECC to the Foundation without charge. The estimated value of these services is a gift-in-kind and reflected as both revenue and expense on 

the Revenue and Expense statement. 
- The ECC Foundation received an unmodified/unqualified audit opinion from our independent audit firm Sikich, LLP, in 2021 and 2020. 24 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 ECC Foundation Annual Report 2021 

Growing 
scholarship support 

The Elgin Community 
College Foundation 
continues to chart 
new paths to build 

deeper connections with 
alumni, current students, and 
the greater Elgin community. 
The spirit of giving is thriving, 
ensuring more ECC students 
have the support they need 
to succeed. "During these 
uncertain and challenging 
times, the communities in our 
region stepped up to provide 
record support for our 
students to ensure they have 
the financial resources they 
need to continue pursuing 
higher education" said David 
Davin, executive director of 
institutional advancement 
and ECC Foundation. "That 
shows the resiliency and 
determination of our 
community in the face of the 
ongoing pandemic crisis.” 

Through September 2021, 
the ECC Foundation awarded 
more than 300 scholarships 
totaling over $255,000, on 
top of another $200,000 more 
in programmatic support for 
teaching and learning. As a 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Foundation 
also provided more than 
$100,000 to students affected 
by the pandemic through 
the Student Success Fund; an 
emergency relief fund created 
specifically to provide direct 
flexible support to individuals 
in need. 

The students featured 
on pages 22 and 23 give 
insight to the life-changing 

differences that are made 
as a result of the generosity 
and philanthropic support of 
donors to ECC’s more than 
176 scholarships. The ECC 
Foundation Board of 
Directors is committed to 
maintaining and growing 
diverse scholarship 
opportunities that touch 
all areas of the college. 

One such example lies in 
the workforce development 
and continuing education 
arena, led by Dean Gina De 
rosier-Cook, EdD. “Many small 
businesses do not have the 
funds to send their incumbent 
workers to ECC for training. 
Dedicated scholarship funds 
could further facilitate that 
learning opportunity,” said 
De rosier-Cook. She adds, 

“The general workforce can 
benefit from additional 
training but faces obstacles 
in not being eligible for 
traditional forms of financial 
aid. A person trying to 
re-career could need funds to 
pay for classes or training, but 
already exhausted available 
financial aid when earning 
their first certification.” 

“There is always a need to 
be met and we know that 
each time a student receives 
support, we are helping 
develop a clear path to 
earning a life-sustaining 
wage,” added Davin. “In the 
coming years, we are excited 
to innovate additional ways 
we can grow the breadth 
and depth of scholarship 
opportunities at ECC.” 

Nadya Quezada, 
a scholarship 

recipient, joined 
Wicked Wrench 

as a full-time 
automotive 
technician. 
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Purses with Purpose scholarship 
empowers female students 
The Elgin Community College Foundation Purses with 
Purpose Giving Circle originated from a local philanthropist 
who wanted to help women at ECC ease their financial 
burdens while pursuing their desired degrees and future 
goals. The Purses with Purpose scholarship award is 
explicitly for female students enrolled in a degree or 
certificate program with a GPA of 2.0 or higher and 
financially in need. 

“When we empower women, we help secure the future,” 
said Sharon Fisher-Larson, '65, chair of Purses with Purpose. 

This past academic year, Purses with Purpose awarded 
more than $18,000 in scholarships to 18 recipients. Since 
the giving circle began in 2013, donors have contributed 
well over $100,000 in awards to more than 85 women. 

“It has been an exciting experience to see Purses with 
Purpose evolve over the years. The donors are so dedicated 
to the Purses mission, and we continue to see their deep 
commitment to ECC’s students,” said David Davin, executive 
director of institutional advancement and ECC Foundation. 

Fisher-Larson, chair of Purses with Purpose for the 
past five years, has been associated with ECC since she 
attended as a student and later worked as a faculty 
member. “As a student, I received a scholarship that 
enabled me to continue my education. ECC was so 
supportive, and I will always be thankful,” she said. “Now, 
I am giving back by doing the same for current students.” 

As of fall 2021, the Purses with Purpose endowment grew 
to over $130,000 and set a goal to raise $50,000 more 
in 2022. The ECC Financial Aid and Scholarships Office 
identifies those eligible to receive a scholarship award. 

In addition to the scholarship, Purses with Purpose 
launched a mentor program in 2018. This optional 
program for awardees provides scholars with the 
opportunity to gain assistance and experience from 
their mentors as they continue their educational journeys 
and beyond. 
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 ECC Foundation Annual Report 2021 

ECC Foundation Honor Roll 
of Lifetime Contributors as of June 30, 2021 
The ECC Foundation recognizes and appreciates the outstanding generosity of those individuals, families, private foundations, 
businesses, and organizations who made it possible to support so many worthy students and college programs. 

Lifetime Giving 
Through June 30, 2021 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
($500,000 and more) 
Estate of Karl M. Lehr 

CENTURY CIRCLE ($100,000-$499,999) 
Estate of Ralph and Ethel Apple 
Estate of Elaine J. Bayless 
Harry* and Phyllis Blizzard 
Estate of Charlotte Bosworth 
JP Morgan Chase & Co. 
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 
Harvey E. and Ethel M. Daeumer* 
Duraco Products, Inc. 
EFS Foundation 
Elgin Sweeper Foundation 
Grand Victoria Foundation 
The Estate of Lawrence Harrington 
Institute of Working Class History 
Carolyn Kirk-Likou and Emmanuel Likou 
Kluber Architects + Engineers 
Knowles Foundation and Knowles
    Electronics, LLC 
Lamp Incorporated 
Estate of Max and Victor Leda 
Little Angels Pledge Run, c/o Elgin 
    H.O.G. Chapter 
Lundstrom Insurance 
Meyers & Flowers LLC 
Motorola Solutions Foundation 
Rotary Club of Elgin 
Seigle Foundation 
Estate of Walter S. Tanner Jr. 

DEAN’S CIRCLE ($50,000-$99,999) 
AARP Foundation 
Abbott Laboratories Fund 
Affiliated Systems, Inc. 
Sterling “Stu” Ainsworth* 
Richard and Marilyn Alberding 
Jo Ann Armenta 
Grace Bersted Foundation 
Estate of Elizabeth M. Buchman 
Burnidge Cassell and Associates 
Linda Deering Dean 
Dewberry - Elmhurst 

DLA Architects, Ltd. 
Elgin Community College Faculty 
    Association (ECCFA) 
Nancy and Hugh Epping Foundation 
First National Bank of Omaha 
Estate of Hal Gilbert 
IHC Construction Companies, LLC 
Thomas and Claire Johannesen 
Estate of Marcus Johns 
Lauderdale Electric Co. 
Estate of Otto J. Maha 
Southbend, a Middleby Company 
Caren and Dr. Dale Nickelsen 
Dr. David and Mrs. Julie Sam 
John B. Sanfilippo & Son, Inc. 
Estate of Joan C. Schaaf 
Harry and Susan* Seigle 
Jack* and Marlene Shales 
Shales McNutt Construction 
Sysco Chicago, Inc. 
Jarrig Visser and Judy Jobe* 
Thomas and Barbara Wahl 
Werner Manufacturing Services (Knaack LLC) 

BENEFACTOR ($25,000-$49,999) 
American Association for Women in 
Community Colleges (AAWCC) 
Teena and Daniel Bergsma 
Alfred Bersted Foundation 
Central New York Community

 Foundation, Inc. 
Chase Bank, Elgin 
Citizens for ECC 
City of Elgin 
Constellation 
Bashar Danial 
Paul A. Dawson and Joyce Nerem Dawson 
Estate of Viola Dunning Duck 
Early, Tousey, Regan, Wlodek & Wong, LLC 
Denny and Carol Graeff 
W.W. Grainger, Inc. 
Grand Victoria Casino 
Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick 
Dr. Mary F. Hatch 
Hoffer Foundation 
Dr. Ruixuan Mao and Dr. Mi Hu 
Gregory Hunt 
Illinois Community College System

 Foundation 

Dr. Jack and Ann Weiss 
Larry Jones 
KCT Credit Union 
Kellenberger Electric, Inc./iWire 
Ian and Lisa Lamp 
Dr. Eric A. Larson and Ms. Sharon A. 
    Fisher-Larson 
William and Roxanna Lauderdale 
Brett and Rachel Lundstrom 
Polly Nash* and Karen Gordon 
The Estate of Mary Olsen 
OTTO Engineering, Inc. 
Florence B. & Cornelia A. Palmer Foundation 
Dr. Donna S. Redmer and Mr. Jack Redmer 
Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
Katherine Sawyer and Mark Bisaillon 
Schmidgall Family Foundation 
Charles Schwab 
Robin and Mark Seigle 
Sikich LLP 
Singles Roofing 
The Trane Company 
Dan and Cathy Walter 
Marilyn A. Westerhoff 
WET Solutions, Inc. 

PARTNER ($10,000-$24,999) 
Achieving the Dream, Inc. 
Advance Electrical Supply Co. 
Advocate Sherman Auxiliary 
Advocate Sherman Hospital 
Algonquin Lions Club 
AT&T Illinois 
Ricky and Edel* Bailey 
The Family and Friends of Corey J. Bain 
Robert and Linda Becci 
Best Buy Children’s Foundation 
Stephanie Bonvallet 
Estate of Eleanor J. Born 
Bornquist, Inc. 
Monica and Scott Bucek 
Donna* and Roger Burnidge 
Charles Burnidge 
Dr. Kristen Campbell 

*Deceased 

DONOR LIST continued on PAGE 28 
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   DONOR LIST continued from PAGE 27 

Colonial Cafe & Ice Cream 
Corporate America Family Credit Union 
Dr. Carol Cowles and Mr. James Fletcher 
Kevin and Nancy Cox 
Mary Czaja* 
Estate of Dorothy W. Davis 
Delta Dental Plan Illinois Foundation 
Dr. James Dittus 
Charles and Linda Dvorak 
EcoEnergy, LLC 
Elgin Breakfast Rotary Club 
Elgin Community College Math Dept. 
Elgin Junior Service Board 
Elgin State Bank 
Gretchen Hoffer Farb 
Muriel and John Fenzel 
First American Bank of Kane County 
Dr. Phyllis E. and Mr. Olufemi Folarin 
Franczek, P.C. 
Friends of ECC 
Gilbane Building Company 
The Grainger Foundation, Inc. 
Richard and Cindy Green 
Gregory Elston 
Gerald and Sally Guy 
Michael Hall 
Clark Hallpike 
Jill Harrington 
Dr. Linda C. Hefferin 
Beverly Hoffman 
Hurlbut & Hurlbut, P.C. 
The IHC Group Foundation 
Illinois Aviation Academy, Inc. 
Illinois Manufacturers’ Association 
Education Foundation 
Mary Jarc 
Kahler Slater 
Timothy and Marcia Kellenberger 
Timothy and Clara Kettering 
Thomas and Marlene Kettering 
Phillip Kettering Household 
KJWW Engineering Consultants 
The Kline Family Foundation 
John and Shawn Kluber 
Michael Kluber 
Becky and Mark Knoppkie 
Sharon and Marc Konny 
Elizabeth Kotwas and Mike Barry 
Klaus and Brigitte Kuester 
Sheri G. Lacy 
Joan Longmire 
Estate of William H. Lovell 
Sandra and Robert Lynes 
Ellie and Doug Mackinney 
Matsushita Electric Corporation 
W.R. Meadows, Inc. 
Middleby Corporation 

Kit William Nanzer 
Dan and Diane Neal 
Leo and Marilyn Nelson 
Nicor Gas 
Dellora A. and Lester J. Norris Foundation 
Old Second Bank, Burlington 
Dr. Clare M. Ollayos 
Partnership For College Completion 
Glen and Mary* Peterson 
David and Betsy Pfeiffer 
Dr. James and Joanne Pinto 
Michael and Karen Ploszek 
PMA Financial Network, Inc. 
Dorothy and Richard Powers* 
T. Rowe Price Trust 
Roger Ramey 
John and Mary Reichwein* 
Richard W. Renner 
Fernando Rios 
Rotary Charitable Projects Foundation 
Gary Rowe 
Safety-Kleen Corporation 
Dr. Scholl Foundation 
Michael and Patricia Shales 
Rita M. Shaw 
Dr. Michael S. Shirley 
Jane Solinsky 
Speer Financial Inc. 
St. Charles Bank & Trust Company 
The Steiner Kerman Education Foundation 
Support Staff of Elgin Community College
    Association (SSECCA) 
Sysco Corporation 
Dr. Susan A. Timm and Mr. Chuck Timm 
Total Home Health Inc. 
Union Pacific Foundation 
Law Offices of Gary M. Vanek PC 
Gary and Marsha Vanek 
Laurel A Vietzen and Robert Warski 
Walker Parking Consultants 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
Women in Management-Fox Valley 
Thomas and Linda Youngren 
Suliu Zhou Household 

DIRECTOR ($5,000-$9,999) 
ABN AMRO / LaSalle Bank NA 
Absolute Fire Protection, Inc. 
Ace Coffee Bar Inc. 
ACF Chicago Chefs de Cuisine 
Altrusa International Club of Elgin, Inc. 
Paula and Francis Amenta 
Ancel, Glink, Diamond, Bush, DiCianni &
    Krafthefer, P.C. 
Bruce and Debra Anderson 
Timothy and Elizabeth Anderson 
Patrick R. Anderson 
Applied Communications Group 
Associated Electrical Contractors, Inc. 

Dr. Sharon D. Baker 
Elizabeth A. Becker 
Believe In Students Inc. 
Jody Beresford and Robert S. Mayer 
Jonetta* M. Beresford and Stanley Driscoll 
Jenni and Carlos Betancourt 
BHFX Digital Imaging 
Bison Gear & Engineering 
Faye Blake 
Donald and Jane Bradley 
Wendy S. Breitmayer 
Carol* and Robert Broeker 
Betty and Floyd Brown 
Kathleen and Donald Buckner 
Sally A. Callahan 
Janet Canaday 
Betsy and Peter Cappas 
Capsonic Group LLC 
Mario and Annette Cardenas 
Cecilia Carreon* 
Cigna Foundation 
Dr. Lori Clark 
The Cleveland Foundation 
John and Bonnie Coffin 
Coilcraft, Inc. 
Ned and Marcia Coonen 
Copley Newspapers 
Dr. Janelle A. Crowley and Wesley Jost 
Bruce and Peggy Dahlquist 
Delta Pi Epsilon - Alpha Phi Chapter 
Demonica Del Muro Associates, LLC 
Doherty Construction Inc. 
Donor Club of Elgin 
Dr. Alison Douglas 
John and Anne Duffy 
Edward Jones 
Mary Elfring 
Elgin Elks Lodge #737 
Elgin Township 
Robert and Mary English 
Estate of David Eno 
Andrew Erbach 
John Myers and Mary-Louise Eshelman* 
Alejandro Fernandez 
John M. Fialko 
William Forg 
John Fountain 
Joyce J. Fountain 
Douglas and Donna Fraley 
Dr. Philip Garber 
Donna and Jaime Garcia 
Elena Gardea 
Daniel and Nancy Gardner 
William and Judith Geister 
Carol and Patrick Gieske 
Golden K. Kiwanis Club of Elgin 
Sylvia B. Grady 
Dean and Kathleen Haacker 
Hargrave Builders, Inc. 
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John Harwood 
Matt Helms 
William and Taffy Hoffer 
Doris J. and Max Hunt* 
Kathy and Thomas Hurt 
Hygieneering Inc. 
IMEG Corp 
Interiors for Business, Inc. 
Dr. Jabria A. Jassim 
Kadlec Electric 
Sandra and David Kaptain 
Kellenberger Technologies, LLC 
Kendall Hunt Publishing Company 
Capt. Jack M Kennedy, USN (Ret) and 
    Mrs. Pam* Kennedy 
Daniel Kernler 
Rebecca Kevoian 
KI Chicago 
Robert J. Kiser* and Rosemary Higgins 
Kiwanis Club of Elgin 
Thomas and Beth Knief 
Kovitz Investment Group, LLC 
Kroeschell, Inc. 
Maureen A. Lange* 
Dawn Lauderdale 
Michael and Sharon Lee 
Legat Architects, LLC 
Lending Solutions Inc (LSI) 
Cheri Lee Lewis and Dr. David R. Lewis 
John and Christine Licht 
Kristine Linderberg 
Lucky Locators, Inc. 

Diane and Vytautas Lukas 
Diane Maciejewski 
Maddock Industries Inc. 
Leslie and Mark Maloney 
Manhard Consulting 
Dr. Jennifer L. McClure 
Mechanical Services Associates Corp 
Michael Milgrim 
Dr. Dawn Sweeney Munson 
John and Jonel Near 
Northwest Suburban Imaging 

Association, S.C. 
Nuts, Bolts & Thingamajigs Foundation 
Dr. J. Emeka and Mrs. Uchenna Onwuta 
Park National Bank 
Parker-Hannifin/GNP Operation 
Patrick W. and Elizabeth Parks 
Dr. Vince* and Ms. Judy Pelletier 
Jorge and Cheryl Phillips 
Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 501 
PmS Advertising, Inc. 
Presence St. Joseph Hospital 
Toya Randall 
Dr. Cindy Rauschenberger 
Andy and Sherri Robinson 
Bette and Tom Roeser 
Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Maureen Rosenfeld 
Victoria Roush 
Saint Thomas More Church 
Art Sauceda 
Barbara and Michael Scudder 
Rise Shaw 

Mary Jo Sheehy 
Sherman Health Foundation 
Jeanne Sigman 
Kelli S. Sinclair 
Karen Sinnett 
Sinnett Inc. 
SKF USA Inc. 
Daniel Smith 
R.L. Sohol General Contractors, Inc. 
Sound Vision Inc. 
Susan Spengler-Abell and Alan R. Abell 
Kathleen J. Stover 
Tandus Flooring 
William and Traci Templin 
Thermosystems, LLC 
U46 Educational Foundation 
Adeline Bird Ufland* 
Unilever United States Foundation, Inc. 
UPS, Inc. 
Village of Streamwood 
Scott and Marie Wagner 
Walmart 
Lori Wascher 
Dr. Donald Waters and Mrs. Trinka Waters 
Weatherguard Roofing Co. 
Robert and Donna Werderich 
Boomer and Gabriela Whipple 
D. Ray* and Bea Wilson 
WM Plastics, Inc. 
Michael and Josephine Zema 

*Deceased 

Tribute Gifts 
The ECC Foundation is honored to acknowledge the following individuals for whom a tribute gift was received during the year. 

GIFTS RECEIVED 
IN HONOR OF: 
Dr. Lourdes Blacksmith 
James Craig 
David Davin 
Susan Franck 
Dr. Philip R. Garber 
Clark Hallpike 
Dr. Peggy L. Heinrich 
Katherine Monti Huck 
Daniel J. Kernler 
Diane J. Kerruish 
David L. Kintz 
Dr. Clare Ollayos 

Anthony Ramos 
Anthony Ray 
Dr. Donna S. Redmer 
Robin Seigle 
Respicio Vazquez, JD 
Karin Vial 
Dr. Kimberly A. Wagner 
Dr. Toya M. Webb 

GIFTS RECEIVED IN 
MEMORY OF: 
Whitney Sophia Anderson 
Joan Banks 
Patricia M Berry-Bell 

Carol Broeker 
Gary Christenson 
Douglas Dvorak 
Aimee E. Fetzer 
Christoper Fielder 
John R. Grady 
Thomas E. Hefferin 
Li Ling Huang 
Susan Humbracht 
Laurie Hauca Kohn 
Nick Kotwas 
Tom Lutz 
Patricia Anderson Milgrim 
Polly Nash 

Katherine B. Nuckolls 
Mary Perrin 
James Quinlan 
Peggy Ratcliff 
Alfred Sam & Christiana Impraim 
D. Gail Shadwell 
Tyler Shaw 
Gus Stuart 
Virginia J. Tharp 
Lora Schuring Timmons 
Mark Edward Vietzen 
Andrew A. Wahl 
Mary Lou Whetstone 

*Deceased 

DONOR LIST continued on PAGE 30 
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Spartan Legacy Society 
Individuals who documented a planned estate gift with the ECC Foundation 
are honored for demonstrating the highest level of commitment to the future 
of ECC and the ECC Foundation. 

PLANNED AND ESTATE 
GIFT DONORS 
Richard and 
    Marilyn Alberding 

Colette C. Anderson 
Ralph and Ethel Apple* 
Elaine J. Bayless* 
Harry* and Phyllis Blizzard 
Eleanor J. Born* 
Charlotte Bosworth* 
Elizabeth M. Buchman* 
Dr. Adrienne Butler 
Dorothy W. Davis* 
Viola Dunning Duck* 

David Eno* 
Lewis V. Fletcher* 
Hal Gilbert* 
Clark Hallpike 
Otis Isenbarger* 
Marcus Johns* 
Larry Jones 
Carolyn Kirk-Likou and
    Emmanuel Likou 
Max and Victor Leda* 
Karl M. Lehr* 
William H. Lovell* 
Otto J. Maha* 
Mary Olsen* 

Andy Robinson 
Joan C. Schaaf* 
Jeanne Sigman 
Walter S. Tanner Jr.* 
Laurel A. Vietzen and
    Robert Warski 
Dan and Cathy Walter 
Dr. Donald Waters and     
    Mrs. Trinka Waters 

*Deceased 

2020-2021 Purses with Purpose 
Platinum and Gold Donors 
JoAnn Armenta 
Diane Arnold 
Teena Bergsma 
Betsy Cappas 
Linda Deering Dean 
Donor Club of Elgin 
Anne Duffy 
Sharon Fisher-Larson (Chair) 
Carol Graeff 
Taffy Hoffer 
Bev Hoffman 

Claire Johannesen 
Carolyn Kirk-Likou 
Sheri Lacy 
Roxanna Lauderdale 
Kris Linderberg 
Diane Maciejewski 
Katherine Monti 
Caren Nickelsen 
Mary Clare Noonan 
Lori Wascher 
Dr. David Sam 

Mary Jo Sheehy 
Jeanne Sigman 
Susan Taylor Demming 

2021 Sponsors 
We are grateful to the following firms for their 

commitment in support of student learning
 through ECC Foundation events. 

PRESENTING 

PRESIDENTIAL 

PREMIER 

MY BRIGHT FUTURE 
started with support and understanding. 

“The Future Workforce Leaders program at Elgin Community College 
was very supportive and prepared me for a full-time job in accounting. 
I experienced a medical crisis toward the end of my studies and was in 
a coma for three weeks. The instructors were very understanding and 
helped me finish my classes. The staff placed me in internships which 
provided the experience I needed. I got used to asking questions. 
When I started my new job I was confident in my abilities, but also 
aware of the need to ask for help.” 

Dulce Rocha, '19 
Vocational Specialist Certificate 
Bookkeeping 
Dulce works full time as a bookkeeper at Aeromotive Services, Inc. in Elgin. 
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Community College District 509 
Board of Trustees 

Jennifer Rakow, BA Jeffrey A. Meyer, JD Donna Redmer, EdD 

Shane Nowak, MA Clare M. Ollayos, DC 

Elgin Community College Foundation 

John Duffy, MSEd 

Candace D. McCreary, DD James G. Allen Jr. 

Board of Directors 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Chair 
Eric Larson, EdD 
President Emeritus 
Blackhawk Technical College 

Vice Chair 
Jenni Betancourt 
Architect 
Dewberry Architects Inc. 

Immediate Past Chair 
Larry Jones 
Village Manager (retired) 
Village of South Elgin 

Secretary 
Robin Seigle 
Community Leader & Volunteer 

Treasurer 
Javier Placencia 
Vice President, SBA Lending 
Wintrust Bank 

EX-OFFICIO — Staff 
Assistant Treasurer 
Kimberly Wagner, EdD 
Vice President of 

Business and Finance 
Elgin Community College 

Executive Director 
David Davin 
Institutional Advancement & 
Elgin Community College 
Foundation 

College President 
David Sam, PhD, JD, LLM 
Elgin Community College 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Sergio Anaya 
Assistant Manager 
Prairie Community Bank 

John M. Anderson 
Vice President Product Innovation 
Utica National Insurance Group 

Judy Cabrera 
Principal (retired) 
Elgin District U-46 

Linda Deering Dean, ’81 
Former President & CEO 
Advocate Sherman Hospital 

Carol Gieske, ’77 
President & CEO 
Elgin Area Chamber 

Richard Green, ’76 
Professor Emeritus 
Elgin Community College 

Nazneen Hashmi 
Adjunct Professor, IIT 
ISO Process Auditor 
Robert Bosch 

Dawn Lauderdale, ’07 
Vice President – Commercial 

Banking 
BMO Harris Bank 

Leslie Maloney 
Executive Director, Fraud 

Prevention 
JPMorgan Chase 

Patrick Parks 
Professor Emeritus 
Elgin Community College 

Sergio Rodriguez, ’06 
Vice President IT & Marketing 
KCT Credit Union 

Robert J. Schmitt 
Owner 
The Junkluggers of Chicago 

NW Suburbs 

Gary M. Vanek, JD 
Principal Attorney 
Vanek, Larson & Kolb, LLC 

Boomer Whipple, CEBS 
Vice President 
Lundstrom Insurance 

Lena Whitaker 
First Vice President 
First American Bank 

Andrew Wiggs 
Management Consultant 
Capco Consulting 

Board of Trustees 
Jennifer Rakow, BA 
Chair 
St. Charles 
Trustee since 2017 

Jeffrey A. Meyer, JD 
Vice Chair 
Elgin 
Trustee since 2015 

Donna Redmer, EdD, ‘76 
Secretary 
Dundee 
Trustee since 2009 

John Duffy, MSEd 
Elgin 
Trustee since 1975 

Candace D. McCreary, DD 
Streamwood 
Trustee since 2017 

Shane Nowak, MA, ‘02 
Elgin 
Trustee since 2019 

Clare M. Ollayos, DC 
Elgin 
Trustee since 1995 

James G. Allen Jr. 
Student Trustee 
Elgin 
Trustee since 2021 

Thomas Youngren 
Professor Emeritus 
Elgin Community College 

EX-OFFICIO — Liaisons 
Board of Trustees 
Clare M. Ollayos, DC 

Faculty 
Clark Hallpike, MBA 

DIRECTORS EMERITI 
Harry Blizzard* 
Betty Brown 
Charles Burnidge 
Paul Dawson 
Tom Finnegan Jr. 
William Geister, ’67 
John Hurlburt, JD 
Carolyn Kirk-Likou 
John Kluber 
Ian Lamp 
William Lauderdale, ’74 
Brett Lundstrom 
Leo Nelson 
Caren Nickelsen 
Michael S. Shirley, PhD 
Dan Walter 
Don Waters, EdD 

*Deceased 
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