
PATHS AFTER HIGH 
SCHOOL

A College and Career Readiness Event 



CCR Housekeeping Items 

Participants video and 
microphone access has 
been disengaged during 

the webinar 

Please use the CHAT or 
Q&A feature if  you have a 
comment you would like 

to share

FYI – With chat, you can 
choose who sees your 
comments – select the 

host/panelists OR 
everyone

After the session ends, 
please complete the 

survey that will open in 
your browser

Thank you for joining us 
today and for your 

anticipated completion of  
the feedback survey



Staff  Introductions
College and Career Readiness 

Gretchen A. Taylor, MPA, ABD 
Student Readiness Coordinator

Elgin Community College (ECC)

Lewis Rule, MPM, ABD 
Assistant Dean of  College Transitions

Elgin Community College (ECC) 



Special Guest Presenter 

Ariana Benitez
Community Outreach Worker

Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC)
Elgin Community College District 



**Using the Chat Box** 

Please share your 
thoughts regarding  
various options or 
pathways that high 
school students can 

pursue after 
graduation?   



Quiz 
QUESTION: Is college the only or most lucrative route to success after graduating 

high school?
Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 

Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 
OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many people believe that attending a four-year university is the only way to achieve career success and personal fulfillment, while in reality, there are multiple viable pathways. Vocational training, apprenticeships, gap years, and direct entry into the workforce can also lead to fulfilling careers and valuable experiences. Each pathway offers unique opportunities for growth and development, and success can be achieved through various routes depending on individual goals and interests.



Agenda
• Service and Gap 

Year 
• Post-Secondary 

Education 
• Military
• Entrepreneurship
• Resources
• Contact 

Information 



Quiz 
QUESTION: Will taking a Gap Year hinder or delay your career progress?

Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 
Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 

OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A common misconception about taking a gap year is that it delays or hinders one's career progress. Many people believe that taking time off after high school to travel, work, or explore interests will set a person back academically or professionally. However, a well-planned gap year can actually enhance a person's skills, broaden their perspectives, and provide valuable experiences that contribute to personal growth and future career success. It can offer opportunities for gaining practical experience, networking, and clarifying career goals, ultimately enriching one's educational and professional journey.



Service and Gap Year 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A gap year is a period, typically between high school and college or university, during which individuals take time off from formal education to pursue other interests or experiences. This time can be used for various activities, including:
Traveling: Exploring new places to gain global perspectives and cultural understanding.
Working: Gaining practical work experience, earning money, or building a resume.
Volunteering: Contributing to community service or working with non-profit organizations.
Learning: Taking courses, acquiring new skills, or pursuing hobbies.
Internships: Gaining industry-specific experience and networking with professionals.
The purpose of a gap year is often to gain life experience, clarify career goals, and develop personal skills before continuing with higher education or entering the workforce.




Year of  Service/Volunteerism
A service year offers the chance to 

develop real-world skills through hands-
on experience.

• Public Allies
• City Year
• Service Year Exchange
• AmeriCorps (State & National)
• AmeriCorps Vista
• AmeriCorps NCCC
• FEMA Corps
• Youth Build

Source: Service Year: A Better You. A Greater Us. 



GAP YEAR 
Semester or year between high school or prior to the start of  your career/post-secondary studies 

when a student  the opportunity to grow, explore, or earn money. 



Perks of  Service
• Living Allowance (Varies) 

• Child Care Assistance (If  Eligible)

• Education Award Upon Successful 
Completion of

• Health Insurance Coverage

• Living Allowance

• Student Loan Forbearance 
(temporary pause on loan 
payments)

• Job Training 

Source: Service Year: A Better You. A Greater Us. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A common misconception about taking a gap year is that it delays or hinders one's career progress. Many people believe that taking time off after high school to travel, work, or explore interests will set a person back academically or professionally. However, a well-planned gap year can actually enhance a person's skills, broaden their perspectives, and provide valuable experiences that contribute to personal growth and future career success. It can offer opportunities for gaining practical experience, networking, and clarifying career goals, ultimately enriching one's educational and professional journey.



Internships
• An internship is typically a short-term 

work assignment provided by a company 
or organization, usually offered to  
students. 

• Internships offer entry-level exposure to 
a specific industry or field, serving as 
both a learning experience and actual 
work. 

• Internships may be tied to college credits 
and can be either paid or unpaid.

• Internships are a fantastic opportunity to 
network, demonstrate skills, and may  
potentially lead to a full-time job.

Ex. Food Industry, Healthcare, Media & Communications, 
Marketing, IT, and Human Resources



Salaried Employment and 
Possible Options 

Option 

Explore Career 
Interests

Option

Earn and Save 
Money 

Option

Develop both 
Technical and 

Interpersonal Skills

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Exploring career interests involves investigating various fields and roles to determine what aligns with your passions, skills, and values. This process can include activities such as researching different industries, talking to professionals in various fields, participating in internships or volunteer work, and taking career assessments. By exploring your career interests, you can gain a better understanding of what kind of work will be fulfilling and which career paths might be the best fit for your long-term goals.
Earning and saving money involves generating income through work or investments and setting aside a portion of that income for future use. Earning money typically comes from a job, business, or other sources of income, while saving money means putting aside a portion of your earnings into a savings account, investment, or another financial vehicle. The goal of earning and saving is to build financial security, achieve financial goals, and prepare for unexpected expenses. Effective saving strategies include budgeting, reducing unnecessary expenses, and setting financial goals.
Soft skills are personal attributes and interpersonal abilities that enable someone to interact effectively and harmoniously with others. Unlike technical or hard skills, which are specific to a particular job or task, soft skills are broadly applicable across various roles and industries. They include qualities such as communication, teamwork, problem-solving, adaptability, and emotional intelligence. Developing soft skills is essential for career success as they enhance one's ability to work well with colleagues, navigate workplace challenges, and contribute positively to an organization’s culture and goals.



Gap Year Explorer
Gap Year Explorers, or someone 

with more of  a free spirit may prefer 
not to overly structure their gap year, 

opting instead to travel (either 
independently or through a 

program), learn new hobbies, and 
network with professionals in their 

areas of  interest.

Source: What is a Gap Year? 3 Steps to Define "Gap Year" for Yourself - Pure Life Adventure

https://www.purelifeadventure.com/blog/define-gap-year/


Quiz 
QUESTION: Does the term 'post-secondary education' exclusively refer 

to four-year colleges and universities?

Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 
Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 

OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Post-secondary education is any learning that happens after high school, such as college, trade school, or certificate programs.

No, post-secondary education encompasses a variety of educational paths beyond the traditional four-year university degree. Here are several types of post-secondary education options:
Community Colleges: These institutions offer two-year associate degrees, certificates, and diplomas. Many students use community colleges as a stepping stone to transfer to four-year universities.
Vocational and Technical Schools: These schools provide training and certifications in specific trades and technical skills, such as automotive repair, culinary arts, healthcare, and IT.
Apprenticeships: Apprenticeship programs combine on-the-job training with classroom instruction in fields like construction, electrical work, plumbing, and other skilled trades.
Online Colleges and Universities: Many accredited institutions offer fully online programs leading to certificates, associate, bachelor's, master's, and even doctoral degrees.
Specialized Institutes: These include art schools, music conservatories, and other institutions focused on specific fields such as design, fashion, and performing arts.
Professional Schools: Schools that offer professional degrees in fields such as law, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and business.
Continuing Education and Extension Programs: Many universities and colleges offer continuing education programs for adults seeking to enhance their skills or pursue new interests, often without enrolling in a full degree program.
Military Education and Training: Many branches of the military offer educational benefits and training programs that can lead to certifications and degrees.
These diverse options allow students to choose a path that best fits their career goals, interests, and circumstances.






• Vocational and Technical Schools

• Apprenticeships

• Colleges and Universities

• Specialized Institutes

• Continuing Education 

• Military Education

Post-Secondary 
Education 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Post-secondary education encompasses a variety of educational paths beyond the traditional four-year university degree. Here are several types of post-secondary education options:
Community Colleges: These institutions offer two-year associate degrees, certificates, and diplomas. Many students use community colleges as a stepping stone to transfer to four-year universities.
Vocational and Technical Schools: These schools provide training and certifications in specific trades and technical skills, such as automotive repair, culinary arts, healthcare, and IT.
Apprenticeships: Apprenticeship programs combine on-the-job training with classroom instruction in fields like construction, electrical work, plumbing, and other skilled trades.
Online Colleges and Universities: Many accredited institutions offer fully online programs leading to certificates, associate, bachelor's, master's, and even doctoral degrees.
Specialized Institutes: These include art schools, music conservatories, and other institutions focused on specific fields such as design, fashion, and performing arts.
Professional Schools: Schools that offer professional degrees in fields such as law, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and business.
Continuing Education and Extension Programs: Many universities and colleges offer continuing education programs for adults seeking to enhance their skills or pursue new interests, often without enrolling in a full degree program.
Military Education and Training: Many branches of the military offer educational benefits and training programs that can lead to certifications and degrees.
These diverse options allow students to choose a path that best fits their career goals, interests, and circumstances.




Vocational Programs   
Vocational Programs

Vocational programs are educational courses 
and training that focus on the skills and 
knowledge required for specific trades or 
careers.

• Special Education Provider
• Data Scientist
• Electrician
• Carpenter
• Radiation Therapist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vocational Programs - Unlike traditional academic education, vocational programs prepare the participant for immediate entry or act as a stepping stone into a specific field and are designed to provide hands-on experience and practical training in fields such as healthcare, automotive technology, culinary arts, information technology, construction, and more. These programs can be offered at vocational schools, community colleges, technical institutes, and through apprenticeships. They typically lead to certifications, diplomas, or associate degrees, preparing students directly for employment in their chosen fields.
4o




Technical Programs   
Technical Programs

A technical school usually refers to an 
institution that offers associate’s degrees and 
certain certifications that are necessary to 
enter technical job fields.

• Computer Programmer/Coder
• Statistician
• Server
• Garbage Collector
• Photographer

Trade, Tech & Vocational School: What’s the Difference? - Center for Employment Training (cetweb.edu)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Technical Programs - A technical school usually refers to an institution that offers associate’s degrees and certain certifications that are necessary to enter technical job fields. Unlike four-year colleges and universities, these programs can often be completed in just 1-2 years. Students also don’t spend the first half of their program learning broad “core curriculum” knowledge. Instead, they start off learning applied knowledge and skills that directly translate to their chosen career field. Technical skills allow you to perform a specific task and are often considered a “hard skill” that must be learned.



https://cetweb.edu/blog/the-difference-between-trade-schools-vocational-schools-and-tech-schools


Apprenticeship
Apprenticeship is an industry-driven, high-
quality career pathway where employers can 
develop and prepare their future workforce, 
and individuals can obtain paid work 
experience, classroom instruction, 
mentorship, and a portable credential.

• Wedding Photographer
• Electrician
• Plumber
• Welder
• Construction Worker

What is apprenticeship? | Apprenticeship.gov ; Are there apprenticeship programs in high-growth 
industries? | Apprenticeship.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Apprenticeship programs The length of an apprenticeship program can vary depending on the employer, complexity of the occupation, industry, and the type of program. Apprenticeship training is distinguished from other types of workplace training by several factors, including paid work experience, classroom instruction, mentorship, and a portable, nationally recognized credential. Apprenticeships are jobs! Apprentices earn wages from their employers during training


https://www.apprenticeship.gov/help/what-apprenticeship
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/help/are-there-apprenticeship-programs-high-growth-industries


Community Colleges
A community college, 

sometimes known as a junior 
college is a higher education 

institution that provides a two-
year curriculum that can lead to 

an associate’s degree. 

What is a Community College? (communitycollegereview.com)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community College - Community colleges, which emerged in the early 20th century to provide accessible education for young adults who couldn't afford to leave their families, offers a variety of programs. These include transfer programs for pursuing four-year degrees, occupational programs that span one to two years, and courses aimed at personal growth or development. Associate degrees (Two-year degrees).
Transfer Programs. A transfer program is a program of study that a student takes while planning to transfer the credits earned to a program within a four-year college. Transfer programs do not necessarily culminate in a 2-year associate degree, hence the distinction.
One-year certificates used to certify that the student has a completed a minimum required set of coursework for a chosen vocational field. Career studies (including continuing education coursework).
Community colleges are not set up so that students can live on campus.



https://www.communitycollegereview.com/blog/what-is-a-community-college


4-Year Colleges/Universities   
• Four-year institutions often referred to as 

undergraduate colleges, include both 
universities and liberal arts colleges, specifically 
offering bachelor's degree programs.

• Universities are large institutions offering a 
wide range of  academic majors and degree 
options, including bachelor's, master's, 
and doctoral degrees. They typically 
contain smaller colleges, such as those 
focused on education, engineering, or 
health sciences, which prepare students for 
various careers or graduate study. 

Understanding the Different Types of  Colleges - BigFuture (collegeboard.org)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A college is a smaller school that may offer a wide variety of educational programs or more focused specializations for those seeking undergraduate degrees. Standing alone or as part of a larger institution, a college is often a private institution with a lower student population and smaller class sizes. 
A university is a larger school offering both undergraduate and graduate-level degrees. Because they’re a component of a university's doctoral programs, such institutions also serve as research facilities for educational advancement. 
Public colleges (NIU & ISU) are funded by local and state governments and usually offer lower tuition rates than private colleges, especially for students who are residents of the state where a college is located.
Private colleges (NCC & CCC) rely on tuition, fees, and non-government funding sources. Generous financial aid packages for students are often available thanks to private donations.


https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/find-your-fit/types-of-colleges/types-of-colleges-the-basics


Quiz 
QUESTION: If  you could become an apprentice, would you be interested in 

pursuing this pathway? If  so, what profession would you be interested in exploring? 

Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 

Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 
OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many people have considered becoming an apprentice! Apprenticeships are a time-tested pathway for gaining practical experience and skills in a specific trade or profession while often earning a wage. They are especially popular in fields such as construction, manufacturing, and the skilled trades.
REMEMBER: Apprenticeships are often paid jobs. 



Specialized Institutions and 
Continuing Education Programs   

Some colleges cater to specific interests 
or student populations:
• Arts colleges

• Single-sex colleges

• Religiously affiliated colleges

• Specialized mission colleges
• The College of  Saint Mary is a private Catholic 

women's university in Omaha, Nebraska.

• Continuing Education could be a working 
professional enrolling in evening classes at a 
local community college to earn a certification 
in project management. 

• This type of  program allows individuals to 
enhance their skills, stay updated with industry 
trends, and improve their career prospects 
without leaving their current job.
• Cooking
• Fitness
• Health & Wellness
• Language

www.collegetransfer.net/AskCT/What-is-Continuing-Education.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Continuing Education Program is a voluntary, ongoing learning process that offers adults post-secondary educational opportunities. These programs can include a variety of learning formats, such as online courses, conferences, workshops, degrees, and professional certificates. Continuing education can help people gain new skills, advance their careers, and keep up with current trends. Soft skills courses are a form of Cont. Education. - Focuses on improving skills like communication, teamwork, and problem-solving. Micro-credentials: Allow learners to demonstrate proficiency in a specific area, and can be used to deepen skills or show further competency. 
Workforce training is a great example of an extension program. Workforce training programs offer working adults the chance to learn new technology and keep up-to-date on new information regarding their career field.




Military Education & Training    
A Military Academy is unique as it offers 
both a 4-year education and military training. 
Popular degrees available include Healthcare,  
Political Science, and Systems Engineering.
• some of  the most competitive admissions
• require various years of  service 

commitments
• have physical requirements
• may require recommendation/endorsement 

from government representative
• not all academies offer the same benefits 

for their students (including tuition and 
pay)

Sources: https://theprudentprofessor.com/pros-cons-community-college/; https://www.educationcorner.com/community-college-vs-university.html; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force_Academy; 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/krService Academy (aka Military Academy); Learn About the Armed Forces Service Academies | Military.com 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Military post-secondary education refers to educational opportunities available to members of the military to pursue higher education and training while serving in the armed forces. After completing post-secondary education in the military, individuals can pursue careers in various fields such as engineering, healthcare, information technology, logistics, and management. Most military schools are private and have high tuition, with financial aid available. 



Questions/Comments? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A gap year is a period, typically between high school and college or university, during which individuals take time off from formal education to pursue other interests or experiences. This time can be used for various activities, including:
Traveling: Exploring new places to gain global perspectives and cultural understanding.
Working: Gaining practical work experience, earning money, or building a resume.
Volunteering: Contributing to community service or working with non-profit organizations.
Learning: Taking courses, acquiring new skills, or pursuing hobbies.
Internships: Gaining industry-specific experience and networking with professionals.
The purpose of a gap year is often to gain life experience, clarify career goals, and develop personal skills before continuing with higher education or entering the workforce.




Quiz 
QUESTION: True or False… The U.S. Military is the Largest provider of  vocational 

and technical training in the United States? 

Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 

Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 
OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...

(RAND Research) (Air Force) (Military & Veteran Hub).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TRUE - One interesting fact about the U.S. military that many people might not know is that it is the largest provider of vocational and technical training in the United States. Military personnel receive extensive training in various technical fields such as computer network administration, HVAC repair, emergency medical training, and auto repair. This training is often part of their military education, which can lead to civilian-recognized certifications and degrees​ (RAND Research)​​ (Air Force)​​ (Military & Veteran Hub)​.

https://www.rand.org/topics/military-education-and-training.html
https://www.airforce.com/training/technical-training
https://www.military.com/education/gi-bill/gi-bill-for-non-college-degree-programs.html


MILITARY SERVICE



Six Branches of  the Military

www.uso.org/stories/2855-how-many-military-branches-are-there-and-what-does-each-do

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today’s Military comprises six Service branches, Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Space Force. Each with active-duty and part-time components. Part-time duty includes five Reserve and two Guard components. Location, mission and service commitments vary greatly, though all are on the same rank-based pay scale.

Though the National Guard isn’t technically a military branch, it is an important component of the service. It is a combination of the Army National Guard and the Air Force National Guard, which both serve as reserve components of their respective branches.

FUN FACT: The Marine Corps is an independent branch, but serves under the Navy although both the Navy and the Marine Corps are regarded as separate branches of the military, the Marine Corps is technically a part of the U.S. Navy, ever since Congress placed the Marines under the Navy in 1834 . (https://www.uso.org/stories/3128-what-is-the-difference-between-navy-vs-marines – 6.30.2021) 





Military Service Options

Full and Part Time Options — Today's Military (todaysmilitary.com)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In December 2019, the U.S. Space Force (USSF) was established as the newest branch of the U.S. military. Its mission integrates military and civilian resources to strengthen the Department of Defense's space capabilities, focusing on safeguarding U.S. interests and security in space. (U.S. Space Force - AFCS - Air Force Civilian Service (afciviliancareers.com). 

https://www.todaysmilitary.com/ways-to-serve/full-part-time-options#:%7E:text=Full%20and%20Part-Time%20Options%20Today%E2%80%99s%20Military%20comprises%20six,duty%20includes%20five%20Reserve%20and%20two%20Guard%20components.


Enlistment 
Criteria

• Must be between 18-34 years 
old (17 with parental 
consent)

• U.S. citizen or resident alien

• High school diploma is 
preferred; high school 
equivalent (ex: GED) may be 
accepted

• Take the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery 
(ASVAB) test and a 
physical fitness exam

• Some jobs may have 
additional requirements

Source: Full and Part Time Options — Today's Military (todaysmilitary.com) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
~Each of the military service branches (except Space Force) have active-duty and part-time options.




Military Service: Full and Part-Time Options 
Active Duty (Full-Time)
• Live on base or in military 

housing 

• Immersed in Military Culture

• Can be stationed domestically 
or overseas for terms that 
typically last 2-6 years

• May explore advanced training 
opportunities to further build 
hands-on and technical skills. 

• If  service members are 
deployed, the length of  time 
away varies depending on a 
unit's specific mission.

Reserves/National Guard (Part-Time)  
• The Reserves

• Members of  the Reserve attend boot camp and 
are required to participate in training drills one 
weekend a month as well as a two-week 
program each year.

• National Guard
• Army National Guard
• Air National Guard 
• During times of  conflict, the president can 

federalize the National Guard, and its service 
members can be deployed overseas.

• Split Training
• The Army, Army National Guard and Coast 

Guard offer a split training option.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
THE RESERVES: The Reserve was created to provide and maintain trained units at home while active-duty service members are deployed.

SPLIT TRAINING: High school students (and college and vocational students in the case of the Coast Guard) may train for two summers and serve one weekend a month during the school year. They receive pay for their weekend service and, after training is complete, begin Reserve duty.



Quiz 
QUESTION: How many of  you have ever dreamed of  starting your own business?

Give me a thumbs up in the chat if  you agree 
Or a thumbs down if  you don’t agree 

OR the Home Alone face if  you’re not sure...



Entrepreneurship



Starting a 
Business

Think of  your product or 
service: 
• Lawncare Provider

• Create and Sell Jewelry

• Lemonade Stand

• Fresh Vegetables/Fruit 
Vendor  

• Barber/Beautician

• Make-up Artist



Starting a New Business
Business Name and Brand

• Name should be creative and reflect you and your 
product/services 

• Make sure someone else isn’t already using the name 
◦ Useful Resource: The Thomas Registrar, a free website for 

finding unregistered trademarks)
• Find a reliable mentor, friend, and/or family member to share 

ideas with. Also, make sure this person provides actionable 
feedback and has your best interests at heart.   

Source: How to Start a Business As a Teenager: 12 Steps



Market Research 
Research your Market
• Is there a demand/need for what you are 

offering?

• Who are my competitors?

• What services are my competitors not 
offering that my business could 
potentially capitalize on?

• How can I make my services better?  

Determine my Target Audience:

• What is my customer’s age, what are they 
willing/able to spend? 

• If  providing a service, consider if  my 
target audience  work long hours, own 
homes, have small children, or own pets? 

• Do most of  my target audience already 
have a service provider? 

• What do they (target audience) like/dislike 
about my competition?



Business Finance 
How will I finance new venture? 
• Will I use my personal savings? 
• Will I seek out investors? If  so, I will need to: 
 Outline funding needed to start venture, document how it will be spent and what my plan is 

for paying back any borrowed funding. 
 Create a simple but detailed budget. 
 Determine my budget parameters and any additional financial need. 
 Describe how any profits will be utilized, and how investments will be repaid to 

lenders/investors. 

Source: How to Start a Business As a Teenager: 12 Steps



Business Plan  
Implementation 

• Acquire necessary tools 
(equipment, staff, etc.) 
Remember, stick to a 
budget!

Marketing

• Create a website and decide 
which social media 
platforms to use 

• Create business cards and 
flyers

• Connect with other 
businesses 

• Join networking 
organizations

Source: How to Start a Business As a Teenager: 12 Steps



Business Tips
• If  opening a physical location, throw a launch party, publicize in local newspapers, Facebook community 

sites, etc.,)

• As your business continues to grow and becomes more than just a hobby, you may be required to register it.

• There are certain federal and state licenses and permits you may need to obtain. 

• Before registering your business with state agencies, you will also need to determine if  you fit into one of  the 
following categories:
◦ A corporation
◦ A nonprofit organization
◦ A limited-liability company or partnership

• Make your business as professional and formal as possible (try using a design package on the web; this will 
make your customers and your competition take you more seriously).

• Don't be afraid to tell people about your business. This will help when you are trying to get recognized by 
your peers as an independent business owner.

How to Start a Business As a Teenager: 12 Steps

https://www.wikihow.com/Start-a-Business-As-a-Teenager


Questions?





Upcoming Webinars
College and Career Readiness Events

2024-2025 



Upcoming Webinars
College and Career Readiness Events

2024-2025 



Contact Information
Ariana Benitez
Community Outreach Worker

847-738-8968
Ariana.Benitez@illinois.gov
www.isac.org 

To book an appointment with me, please 
click the QR code above

mailto:Ariana.Benitez@illinois.gov


If  you would like to chat…
Gretchen A. Taylor  
Student Readiness Coordinator

847-214-7359
224-833-8837
gtaylor@elgin.edu

mailto:gtaylor@elgin.edu


Please Complete our CCR Survey



THANK YOU 
FOR 

ATTENDING
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